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DESCRIBE THE PRESEMNT AND ORIGINAL (] ._i(no'ﬂ.’n) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Prior to the 1930°'s most of the area in Section 25 ( See
Proverty Plat iap &ﬁt?CﬂOd ) wag practically a wilderness.
Within this erea to the south lies the OLd David Avcher
cemetery conslsting of 2 acres of land, and containing the
grave of John Chapman, known as Johnny Appleseed.

Durding the 1930's some of the wilderness was c¢leared from a
portion of the cemetery and a narrow gT”VPl road was installed
Trom there to Parnell Avenue., During this period, a granite
mnemcrial, surrounded by an iron fence, was erected on the
cenetery indicating the dates of the blrth and dezth of this
pionesr,

s,most all of the wildernegss and
debris was cleared st of Section 2. The land ares
comprising 11.34 acres, which included the 2 acre area of
the Archer oeymtery i-lL: in the approxinate center along the
0ld Wabash=-brie canal was then sel aslide as the Johnny Apple-
geed Memorial Perk Containing the Grave of Johnny Applessed.

During the 1840%s. and
o

In 1952, the constructlon; near the intersection of Parnell
Avenue and U.S5.30 By-Pass, of the Allen County Var llemorial
Coliseum wag comploted. There were no major changes made on
the Appleseed property.

In September 1965, the following symbolic items of signific-
ance were 1notuﬁla& on the Archer cenmetery knoll Tor memorial-—
izing Johnny Applessed: o -

(a)-~Cobble stones were piacac around the existing granite

menorial to remind the visitor of the rough terraln trang-

verbe& by Johnny Applessed on hns long barefoot Journey to
Fort Wayne. =

(b)-~4 large greenswaru crogs, edged by ralilroad ties, was

laid out at the crest of the cemetery. The crosghean neag-
ures 200 feet, the other member extends 250 feet. The cross
symbolizes Job nnyts mission to spread the Gospel through tﬁ
wilderness.

¢y --Evergreens were planted in o patiern to form the init-
ials " J.C. " mesning John Chapmen.

The present physical appearance lg very
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¥ The book " Jo.‘fmmv Jmaleoeedi,& And 1 "TV"im\" “&’/“:?ﬂ‘ 5
ligted at Iten 9 ¥ajor Bibliographical Referreiced; 1s tﬂe
culmination of hig TQSG%TCf extending over a quarter of a
century. The Library 0 Congress swarded him a grent-in-ald
to finish the b@o& DldllShea in 1954,

* Jlan And Lfth. " Wo one had dreamefe—-—e———me———.- the strange
‘applesecd planter would leap into zn amezing public populan-

end of quote.

Appleseed continues 0 be one of the best known IOL{ herces
in the Middle inau, in fact, naitiondlly. A spot ack during
five weeks in 1965 1n11cated vigitors To the dohnny Appleseed
Greve ares as bheing from 32 States. A new Johnny Appleseed
Gomnemorwtlve postage stamp,the first in folkliore serleg, was

ssued in 1966,

f’ APPLESERDS OW; COICK WITH FORT WAYHE
A With the headwaters of the Atlantic and Gulf drainazes being
only four feet apart, the Fort Wayne portage was one of the
mos® femous land links in the 01d Horthwest. John Chapmen
( Johnny Apvleseed ) started moving in the 1820's toward this
focal point at the Fort Wayne summit. When the first spadeful
of esrth was turned for the Wabash-Zrie cenel in 1832,Chapman
had extended hisg enterprises to Port VWayne,Indianz. For the
last twenity years of his life, he was to swing back and forth
along thig divide and Fort Vayne had now become the western
end of the long gals about which the remainder of his life
was to rev&lve?/fﬁ

Chepman purchased four percels of land in Allen County,Ind.,
neaxy Fort Wayne. On oane parcel, in lilen Township, he estab-
lighed one of the most extensive nursery nlantings. At the
time of his death, fifteen thousand seedlinge were growing
there. / anotuer nursery, in addition to the fouxr parcels
ourchased, tradition hes placed on the west side of the St.
Joseph rlver about three miles up fronm Forsd Wayne, on land
originally owned by David Archer. It also being in & thrifty
condltlon. Hear this nursery, was the ¢sbin of Lr.& Mrs Worth
who were Chamsn'g first acquaintances end were his friends.
It was here at this cabin where Apples ﬁcd uTwJPd mouch of the
. Continued to Form 10-300a

ity bo beoome one of imerica's half dozen faveorite folk hercag.”
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time while din this vicinity and where he died in 1845. The
Yorth cabin with friends; the nursery and Archesr cemetery all
wmtnln a radius of approximately one half mile. '

The Fort Jayne Sentinel of March 22,1845, upon ChapL“n s death,
stated: " The deceaged was well Known througm this regione—w—
-w, He followed the cccupation of a nurgeryman and had been a
regular visitor here upwards of twenly years.' end of quote.

* Men And Iiyth: " Ve buried him respectably,” said Richard
Worth in 15858, " in David Archer's grave yard, two and a half
miles nerth of Fort Wayne." end of guote.

* Man And Myth: " The Archer Tamily burial lot was located on a
gsendy knoll s few rods west of the river a short distance south
of the general locstions atitributed to the Chapman nursery and
Worthtls cabine—--," end of quote.

Chepman was buried here because of his final illness and death
at the Worth cabin amongst his friends and because of his long
agsocigtion with others in this area. :

* Man And Ilyth: " Johnny Applesesd lMemorial Park, together with
{the Johnny Appleseed lemorial Bridge over the bﬁu§05epn9 cloge
by, was dedicated kay 21,1949,and now counstitules the most
extensive memorial to John Chapman-—-s-." end of guote.

There is no other site Iin the State so closely associated with
John Chepmen's productive 1ife as 1t is here in Fort Wayne.

The two acre sandy knoll lying within the 11,34 scre Johnny
Appleseed Memorial Park is the apex of the park. It has besn
considered the ideal area and focal point for many years for
memorializing Joknny Applesee& and his good deeds., The place-
ment of a few items of significance now on the Iknoll,regordless
of the place in the nation of his aectivity du”lﬂg h¢s 11¢e until’
death, has already served as visu&l education for visitors to
the site. Their comments have been most complimentary. It is
for this purpose and reason,- thms $7f0 iz being nominated for
entry into the HNational Regi
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6. TITLE OF SURVEY: " PTAT OF JOHWIY APPLESESD PARE." o
DATE OF SURVEY: 1953 ALLEN OOUNTY ]
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: |
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(2)~Construction of inscribing -rectantle cn 1953
plat map ( 1Y%= 50 feet.) West property line
hordered by Bast side of Parnell Avenue used as one
gide of rectangle.

(b)mRectaaﬂl@ transferred to USGES 74 minute quad-
rangle mops——sem— Fort Wayno East & Fort Wayne West.
Sc@le. 1”“2000 feet o { 1:24,000 )

{c)=Coordinates of corners of rectangle obltained by
determining distance from corners to latitude or
longitude reference lines, converting to seconds of

longitude or latitude, an@ conputing coordinate
values.

NOTE: Source of date indicated at Hos. 2,6 and 10 above
supplied by: Allen County,Indiana Surveyors 0ffice-

. July 16,1970.

( Enclosure )

1. Plat mep of Section 25, Washiﬁgton Township.
With Form 10-301 Property Map Form.

2. Two 8 X 10 Glossy Photographs, each with Fornm
10--301 Property Photograph Form.

(a) Aerial view of park ( North Side.) Photo
Reference # 1

(b) Aerial view of park ( Soutl/§2de.) PhoS:
Reference # 2. SO "
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